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HYBRID PIPETTE 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination of the above-identified new patent application, 
kindly amend the application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Kindly amend claims 4-7, 11 and 14-18 as follows: 

4. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a transmission gear mechanism provided between said electric motor 
and said engagement member. 

5. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1, wherein said electric 
motor is a direct-current motor, said direct-current motor being provided with a brake 
mechanism. 



6. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1, wherein said electric 
motor (51 ) is a pulse motor. 

7. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 

1 1 . (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 8, further comprising: 
a battery for driving said electric motor. 

14. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, wherein said slide shaft 
and plunger are fabricated integrally as a single member. 

15. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, wherein said slide shaft 
and plunger are fabricated as separate members and joined together as one unit by 
screwing one of said slide shaft and plunger into the other of them or by using a pin, 

16. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1 1 , wherein said electric 
motor is a direct-current motor, said direct-current motor being provided with a brake 
mechanism. 



17.(Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 11, wherein said electric 
motor is a pulse motor. 



18. (Amended) A hybrid pipette according to claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 

Kindly add the following new claims: 

19. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 2, further comprising: 

a transmission gear mechanism provided between said electric motor 
and said engagement member. 

20. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 3, further comprising: 

a transmission gear mechanism provided between said electric motor 
and said engagement member. 

21. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 2, wherein said electric motor is 
a direct-current motor, said direct-current motor being provided with a brake mechanism. 



22. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 3, wherein said electric motor is 
a direct-current motor, said direct-current motor being provided with a brake mechanism. 



23. (NEW) 
is a pulse motor. 

24. (NEW) 
is a pulse motor. 

25. (NEW) 

26. (NEW) 

27. (NEW) 

28. (NEW) 



A hybrid pipette according to claim 2, wherein said electric motor (51 ) 



A hybrid pipette according to claim 3, wherein said electric motor (51 ) 



A hybrid pipette according to claim 2, further comprising: 
a battery for driving said electric motor. 

A hybrid pipette according to claim 3, further comprising: 
a battery for driving said electric motor. 

A hybrid pipette according to claim 9, further comprising: 
a battery for driving said electric motor. 

A hybrid pipette according to claim 10, further comprising: 
a battery for driving said electric motor. 



29. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 13, wherein said slide shaft and 
plunger are fabricated integrally as a single member. 

30. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 13, wherein said slide shaft and 
plunger are fabricated as separate members and joined together as one unit by screwing 
one of said slide shaft and plunger into the other of them or by using a pin. 

31 .(NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, wherein said electric motor is 
a direct-current motor, said direct-current motor being provided with a brake mechanism. 

32. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, wherein said electric motor is 
a pulse motor. 

33. (NEW) A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 
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REMARKS 



The present Preliminary Amendment is submitted to delete the multiple 
dependencies of claims 4-7, 1 1 and 14-18, thereby placing such claims in condition for 
examination and reducing the required PTO filing fee. 

Copies of the amended portion of the claims with changes marked therein is 
attached and entitled "Version with Markings to Show Changes Made" 
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Telephone (202) 721-8200 
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August 2, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Nobuyuki BABA et al. 




Michael S. Huppert 
Registration No. 40,268 
Attorney for Applicants 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: VersionwlthM^Hn^^ 

1. A hybrid pipette comprising: ^howChanges Made 
a pipette casing; 

a slide shaft vertically movable in response to an 
operation of a pushbutton; 

a plunger disposed below said slide shaft; 

a spring for urging said plunger upwardly; 

an engagement member coaxially and movably fitted on 
said slide shaft, said engagement member extending through 
a hole of said pipette casing so as to be movable at least 
vertically; and 

an electric motor provided on an axis different from 
an axis of said slide shaft, said electric motor being 
operatively engaged with said engagement member; 

wherein, in a manual operation mode, said slide shaft 
and plunger move vertically in response to the operation of 
said pushbutton to perform suction and discharge of a 
liquid; and 

wherein, in a motor -driven operation mode, said 
engagement member is driven to move vertically by said 
electric motor, whereby said plunger is moved vertically to 
perform suction and discharge of a liquid. 

2. A hybrid pipette according to claim 1, wherein said 
engagement member is a tubular threaded member having an 
external thread on an outer periphery thereof, and said 
hole in the member of said pipette casing is an internally 
threaded hole, said tubular threaded member being in thread 
engagement with said internally threaded hole, so that said 



tubular threaded member is driven to rotate by s ait? W ^ a QI& s Made 
Blectric motor, thereby moving vertically through thread 
engagement with said internally threaded hole, 

3. A hybrid pipette according to claim 1, wherein said 
engagement member is a rack member having an axially 
extending rack on an outer periphery thereof, said rack 
member extending through said hole of said pipette casing, 
and said rack member being moved vertically by a pinion 
driven by said electric motor. 

4 . A hybrid pipette according to any one o*f claimsf 1 
—3^ further comprising: 

a transmission gear mechanism provided between said 
electric motor and said engagement member. 

5. A hybrid pipette according to any on o of claimjp 1 -fee* 
-4* wherein said electric motor is a direct -current motor, 
said direct -current motor being provided with a brake 
mechanism. 

6 . A hybrid pipette according to <my one uf c laims; 1 *fre 
-4*, wherein said electric motor (51) is a pulse motor. 

1. A hybrid pipette according to any ono of' claim^J 1 
— 6% further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 
8. A hybrid pipette comprising: 

a pipette casing; 

a slide shaft vertically movable in response to an 
operation of a pushbutton; 

a plunger disposed below said slide shaft; 
a spring for urging said plunger upwardly; 
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Version with Markings fn 
Show Changes Marfc 
an electric motor provided in coaxial relation to 

•said* slide shaft, said electric motor having a central 

internally threaded hole; and 

a tubular threaded member with an external thread on 
an outer periphery thereof, said tubular threaded member 
being coaxially and movably fitted on said slide shaft and 
vertically movably extending through the central internally 
threaded hole of said electric motor; 

wherein, in a manual operation mode, said slide shaft 
and plunger move vertically in response to the operation of 
said pushbutton to perform suction and discharge of a 
liquid; and 

wherein, in a motor-driven operation mode, said 
tubular threaded member is driven to move vertically by 
said electric motor, whereby said plunger is moved 
vertically to perform suction and discharge of a liquid. 

9. A hybrid pipette according to claim 8, wherein said 
electric motor is a direct -current motor, said direct- 
current motor being provided with a brake mechanism. 

10. A hybrid pipette according to claim 8, wherein said 
electric motor is a pulse motor. 

11. A hybrid pipette according to any ono - o^ claim^ 8 
™tt t further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 

12. A hybrid pipette comprising: 
a pipette casing; 

a slide shaft vertically movable in response to an 
operation of a pushbutton; 
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r a plunger disposed below said slide iffl°^i.ffl? n ^ Mflrfr 
plunger being vertically movable together with said slide 
shaft as one unit; 

an electric motor provided in coaxial relation to 
said slide shaft, said electric motor having an internally 
threaded hole; 

a tubular threaded member with an external thread on 
an outer periphery thereof, said tubular threaded member 
being coaxially and movably fitted on said slide shaft and 
being thread- engaged with the internally threaded hole in 
said electric motor to allow said slide shaft to move 
vertically; and 

at least one spring interposed between a 
predetermined position on said slide shaft and said tubular 
threaded member to urge said slide shaft and plunger 
upwardly so that a predetermined portion of said slide 
shaft or plunger abuts against a predetermined portion of 
said tubular threaded member or the pipette casing; 

wherein, in a manual operation mode, said slide shaft 
and plunger move vertically in response to the operation of 
said pushbutton to perform suction and discharge of a 
liquid; and 

wherein, in a motor-driven operation mode, said 
tubular threaded member is driven to move vertically by 
said electric motor, whereby said plunger is moved 
vertically to perform suction and discharge of a liquid. 
13. A hybrid pipette according to claim 12, wherein said 
at least one spring is interposed between an upper end of 
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Version With MarlnW 

said tubular threaded member projecting above ^a±d ^^S^lM^^ 
niotor' and an upper portion of said slide shaft within said 
pipette casing. 

(Amended 

14. A hybrid pipette according to claim 12 wherein 
said slide shaft and plunger are fabricated integrally as a 
single member. 

15. A hybrid pipette according to claim 12 or te , wherein 
said slide shaft and plunger are fabricated as separate 
members and joined together as one unit by screwing one of 
said slide shaft and plunger into the other of them or by 
using a pin. 

16. A hybrid pipette according to any one off claiiry/ 11 t^r 
tH*, wherein said electric motor is a direct -current motor, 
said direct -current motor being provided with a brake 
mechanism. 

17. A hybrid pipette according to any ono of - claimjg 11 
ir5 f wherein said electric motor is a pulse motor. 

18. A hybrid pipette according to any ono - of claims 11 
SrP, further comprising: 

a battery for driving said electric motor. 



